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Get the Experience That Makes a Difference
Why Work-Based Learning 1s Your Game Changer in Today's Job Market

You've probably heard the frustrating paradox:
employers want experience, but how do you get experience without a job?

Here's the truth most students discover too late: your degree alone won't set you apart anymore.

The graduates landing interviews, securing offers, and hitting the ground running all share one thing in
common, they didn't just study theory. They practised it.

Work-Based Learning (WBL) 1sn’‘t an add-on to your education. It's the bridge between “| learned about
this” and “I've actually done this.” In 2026’s competitive job market, that difference is everything.

Why WBL Transforms Your Career Prospects

You Build a Portfolio, Not Just a CV

Imagine walking into an interview and saying,
“Here’s a project | completed with a real company”
instead of “Here’'s what | studied in class.”

WBL gives you tangible proof of your capabilities
- case studies, client testimonials, and measurable
outcomes.
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You Develop Skills Employers Actually Need

You're not asking employers to imagine what you
might do; you're showing them what you've already
done.

Purely academic programmes provide you with
frameworks and theories, while integrated Work-
Based Learning (WBL) equips you with practical
skills like navigating office politics, managing
deadlines under pressure, communicating across
teams, and delivering results when 1t matters most.

These essential “soft skills,” which consistently top
employer wish lists, can only be developed through
hands-on experience, not just reading.

You Build Your Professional Network Before You
Graduate

Every WBL placement introduces you to industry
professionals who could become mentors,
references, or future employers.

You're not starting your job search from scratch
after graduation, you're activating relationships
you've already built. Many students secure their
first role through connections made during WBL
experiences.

The Reality Check

Traditional routes leave you competing with hundreds of equally qualified graduates, all holding similar
degrees.

WBL participants enter the job market with demonstrated experience, professional references, and the
confidence that comes from already succeeding in real work environments.

The gap between theory and practice 1s where most graduates struggle. WBL eliminates that gap.

Your Next Step

Ready to gain the experience that actually makes
employers sit up and take notice?

Visit the WBL Champion platform to access
frameworks, toolkits, and resources that show you

what integrated WBL looks like in practice and
how to advocate for these opportunities at your
institution.

II Explore WBL Opportunities

Your future employers aren’t looking for more graduates who studied hard.

They're looking for people who’ve already proven they can deliver.
Make sure uou’re readu.

Follow us on social media for regular updates on course launch announcements,

access opportunities, and ongoing WBL resources: m n

By following the WBL Champion project, you'll be the first to know when courses launch on the
digital platform, and when additional resources are released. You'll also be part of a growing
community of educators rethinking how we prepare students for real work.

wblchampion WBL Champion Project partners: VITECO (Italy), KNIGHTS College (Malta),
INOVA+ (Portugal), and Technological University Dublin (Ireland).
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